
Timeline of the development of slavery in the Chesapeake 
 
  1617 1619 1620s-1630s 1639 1640 1644 1648 1661 1662 1663 1664 1667-1671 1669 1670 1676 1682 1698 1705 

 

John Rolfe 
exports 
tobacco to 
England 

20 blacks sold in 
Jamestown; their legal 
status is unclear 

Historians agree: 
there are no laws 
fixing the status of 
slaves in Virginia 

Maryland enumerates 
the rights of "all 
Christian inhabitants 
(slaves excepted)" 

Virginia urges 
masters to 
arm those 
capable of 
bearing arms 
"(excepting 
negroes)" 

Virginia 
population 
begins to rise, 
mortality rate 
declines 

Maryland 
imposes a 
heavy fine for 
giving guns 
to"any pagan" 

Virginia adds 
time to the 
indentures of 
servants who 
run away with 
"any Negroes 
who are 
incapable of 
making 
satisfaction 
by addition of 
time" 

Virginia 
decrees that 
mulattoes' 
status will 
follow that of 
their mother, 
and doubles 
fine for "any 
Christian" 
fornicating 
"with a negro 
man or 
woman" 

Maryland 
passes 
equivalent 
to 1661 
Virginia 
law, which 
refers to 
"Negroes 
and other 
slaves, who 
are 
incapable 
of making 
satisfaction 
by Addition 
of Tyme" 

Maryland runs 
status of 
mulattoes 
through father, 
and also 
declares that 
"All Negroes 
and other slaves 
shall serve 
Durante Vita 
[for life]"  

Maryland and 
Virginia 
legislatures 
assure masters 
that baptism 
will not free a 
slave 

Virginia decrees 
that it is not a 
felony for a 
master to kill 
his slave, being 
his "owne 
Estate" 

Virginia classifies 
as slaves "all 
servants not being 
christians" 
imported by sea 
hereafter 

Bacon's 
Rebellion; the 
rebels include 
freed 
servants, 
servants, and 
slaves 

Tobacco 
cutting riots 
break out in 
the 
Chesapeake
, stirred up 
by planters 
to lower 
tobacco 
prices but 
difficult to 
control 
when 
servants 
and slaves 
join in 

Royal African 
Company 
monopoly on 
the slave 
trade ends; 
Atlantic slave 
trade to the 
Chesapeake 
booms 

Virginia 
gathers 
existing 
laws into 
one 
comprehens
ive slave 
code 


