Primary Source:

Josephus, Against Apion Bk 1 (extracts) 

Tacitus, Histories, 5.2-5

http://classics.mit.edu/Tacitus/histories.5.v.html  (does not have section references)
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu (very slow these days)
You are reading for the writers Josephus quotes more than for his own refutation.

Secondary Sources

Barclay, Jews in the Mediterranean Diaspora
Tcherikover, Hellenistic Civilization and the Jews
Erich S. Gruen, Heritage and Hellenism, Chapter 2

Peter Schäfer, Judeophobia, (extracts)

This is a minimum. You may wish (and are encouraged) to seek out other secondary and/or primary sources. One way of getting at debates about antisemitism in antiquity is by reading reviews of Schäfer, Judeophobia (and to a certain extent Gruen, Heritage). You may find these (many in full text) through Researchport, especially under: Project Muse, jstor, and ATLA. 

Your task:

1. Discussion of the tradition of the origins of the Jews in Egypt as it is presented in Greek-language authors cited by Josephus.

2. Analyze: extent to and manner in which your authors address the phenomenon of hostility to Jews. In particular, you will want to focus on the authors’ discussions of the origins story and its versions.

3. Evaluation: Is this “anti-semitism”? Why or why not?

4. Evaluation: How does your analysis help further our understanding of the history of the Jews in the Greek and early Roman periods. 

� You may cite this as follows: 


Josephus, Against Apion 1.section(s) �[section = numerals in the left-hand column in Greek]


� All works must be cited appropriately using the following format:


Book: Author, Title (Location: Publisher, date), page-page.


Chapter in edited book: Chapter author, “Chapter Title,” in Editor, ed., Book Title (Location: Publisher, date), page-page


Article in Journal: Author, “Article Title [for reviews: Review of Author, Title],” Journal Title, volume (date) page-page. 


Works read on line: In addition to the above information please provide complete URL and access date. 





